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lowed on December I2th, and New Jersey on Decem-
ber i8th. Ratifications continued without haste until
New Hampshire, the ninth State, signed on June 21,
1788. Four days later, Virginia, a very important
State, ratified. New York, which had been Anti-
Federalist throughout, joined the majority on July
26th. North Carolina waited until November 21st,
and little Rhode Island, the last State of all, did not
come in until May 29, 1790. But, as the adherence
of nine States sufficed, the affirmative action of New
Hampshire on June 21, 1788, constituted the legal
beginning of thfe United States of America.

No test could be more winnowing than that to
which the Constitution was subjected during more
than eighteen months before its adoption. In each
State, in each section, its friends and enemies dis-
cussed it at meetings and in private gatherings. In
New York, for instance, it was only the persistence of
Alexander Hamilton and his unfailing oratory, un-
matched until then in this country, that routed the
Anti-Federalists at Poughkeepsie and caused the
victory of the Federalists in the State. In Virginia,
Patrick Henry, who had said on the eve of the Rev-
olution, "I am not a Virginian, but an American,"
still held out. Nevertheless, the more the people of
the country discussed the matter, the surer was their
conviction that Washington was right when he in-the introduction of tyranny,
